








cooperation with the International Institute of
Synthetic Rubber Producers. Both, Jim
McGraw, Managing Director of the IISRP, and
| strongly favour that.

Can you give us an idea about the IRSG's
budget and the revenue sources of the
IRSG?

As mentioned earlier, the IRSG is an
intergovernmental non-profit making
arganisation and the budget is derived from
membership contributions by member
countries. This is based on 60% basic
contributions shared equally between
members and 40% variable dependent on
production or consumption of respective
member countries.

What would be your plans to increase
IRSG's revenue sources?

As a non-profit making organisation, the
Secretariat’s focus should not be on increasing
revenue sources but on collecting the best
possible data and carrying out studies, prajects,
seminars that are relevant to the industry. The
additional revenue derived from publications,
Panel of Associates membership, etc., should
be redirected towards carrying out the
Secretariat Work Programme more
substantively.

What is the current global supply and
demand situation of NR?

The latest estimates for 2004 indicate that
global rubber consumption rose by 4.2% to
reach 20.2 million tonnes. With the growth
rate of production outpacing consumption for
MR, i.e. 3.8% and 2.3% respectively. global NR
stocks have increased since reaching its trough
in the middle of 2003. As for SR, consumption
is estimated to have increased more than
production: 5.4% as compared to 4.7%.
What are your projections for the next
10 years [also regarding prices] keeping
in mind especially the substantial
increase in consumption that can be
expected in countries like China and
India?

In early 2004, the IRSG in cooperation with
the Economic and Social Institute,
Amsterdam, my previous employer,
completed a major study, called ‘The future
of the tyre and rubber sector of China and
consequences for the world rubber industry’,
In that study total rubber consumption
forecasts for 2010 and 2015 were 22.7 and
25.1 million tonnes respectively. How much
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will be NR and how much SR will depend on
availability and prices. Since doing the study,
Malaysian figures for NR production have
been substantially revised upwards. That
allows for a higher share of NR than in the
original study. NR consumption and
production for the 2010 and 2015 may be
close to 85 and 9.0 million tonnes
respectively. Currently, the IRSG Secretariat
is undertaking a new but similar study for the
other countries in Asia and the Pacific, at the
request of the Industry Advisory Panel. Results
will be presented at the IRSG International
Rubber Forum in 5ri Lanka, 2-3 May 2005.
China’s requirement of both NR and SR
have a vital impact on the price and
supply demand scenario. Given the
details of data gathering regarding
China, what are your figures for China's
present and projected demand for the
next 10 years?

Quoting the same study on China, forecasts
for total rubber consumption are 6.3 and 7.3
million tonnes for 2010 and 2015
respectively.

What will be your major objectives as
IRSG’s Secretary — General?

Can you share with our readers your
vision for the IRSG for the future?

Recognising its importance as the only
intergovernmental organisation, which serves
as a portal for unbiased non-commercial
information for, and between, producers and
consumers of the rubber sector, | see many
opportunities for the Secretariat to stimulate
the exchange of information, both in member
countries and in non-member countries. This
may include participating in special seminars,
holding in-company workshops and
exchanging staff. By further strengthening the
role and functions of the IRSG, | hope to
attract countries, companies and institutions,
which are not currently members, but actively
involved in the rubber industry, to join.

I will also focus my attention on good
cooperation with international organisations
active in the field of rubber. These include
the International Rubber Research and
Development Board, the Comman Fund for
Commeodities, the Association of Natural
Rubber Producing Countries, the
International Institute of Synthetic Rubber
Producers and last, but not least, the
International Rubber Consortium.
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