














review the operation of the Secretariat
and appoint an Executive committee,
which meets in London 4-5 times a
year to supervise the work of the
Secretariat. The Secretariat itself is very
small, with only nine staff under the
Secretary General. They produce the
two monthly publications [Rubber
Statistical Bulletin and International
Rubber Digest], the Proceedings of the
Annual Meeting and International
Rubber Forum, as well as a number of
Secretariat Papers based on the reports
submitted to Member Governments.
The IRSG, publications are highly
regarded as reliable, valuable sources
of information,

They also provide information
services and respond to inquiries
on all aspects of the rubber
industry. These include the
general public, industrial
companies, consultants, banks
and financial advisers and of
course, Member countries
themselves. The senior staff of
the Secretariat also present
papers at national and
international conferences on
various aspects of the rubber
industry.

The International Rubber
Study Group’s Panel of

Associates

Although membership of the
International Rubber Study Group is
limited to Governments, companies or
organizations associated with in the
rubber industry can become members
of the IRSG's Panel of Associates.

The benefits are tremendous and are
best explained by discussing the
objectives envisaged in setting up the
Panel by a previous Secretary General,
Tan 5ri Dr. B. C. Sekhar. Being an
intergovernmental organization to a

large extent, the IRSG has always
functioned to serve the governmental
departments through which it is
financed. The IRSG has always had
close relationship with all sides of the
rubber industry and an awareness of
these factors affecting rubber
production, trade and consumption,
and hence the manufacture of rubber
goods, particularly tyres. In addition
the IRSG Secretariat needs to make
sure that its programme of work really
does address the topics of interest to
the rubber industry as a whole, since

Advanced Strategies Consultancy Lid

Panel of Associates

Singapore

AV Thomas Group of Companies India

Barclays Bank United Kingdom
Bridgestone Corporation Japan

Cabot Corporation United States of America
Centrotrade Deutschland GmbH Germany

China Rubber Industry Association [CRIA) PR of China

CIRAD-CP France

Chemical Market Associates Inc United States of America
Continental AG Germany

Cooper Tire & Rubber Company

United States of America

Crompton Corporation

United States of America

Degussa AG Germany

Dow Deutschland GmbH & Co Germany
Electronic Business Exchange of Hainan State Farms (EBEHSF) PR of China
Enviropak Inc United States of America
ESHVU (Economic & Social Institute - Vrije Universiteit) Netherlands
Eurorubber Commaodities United Kingdam
European Association of the Rubber Industry Belgium

Felda Rubber Industries Sdn Bhd Malaysia

Flexsys NV/SA Belgium
GAPKINDO (Rubber Association of Indonesia) Indonesia
General Quimica 5.A. Spain

Goodpack Ltd singapore

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

United States of America

International Institute of Synthetic Rubber Producers Inc

United States of America

Joss Elastomers BV

Metherlands

J5C Nizhnekamskneftekhim

Russian Federation

J5R Corporation Japan
Karbochem (PTY) Ltd South Africa
Lanxess (Rubber Division of Bayer AG) Germany
Lee Rubber |Selangor] 5dn Bhd Malaysia
Loadstar (Pvt) Ltd 5ri Lanka
MARDEC Bhd Malaysia
Malaysian Rubber Board Malaysia
Ckachi & Co Ltd Japan
Osaka Mercantile Exchange Japan
Pamol [Nigeria) Lid Nigeria
Performance Additives 5dn Bhd Malaysia
Pirelli Pneumatici SpA Italy
Polimeri Europa Italy

PT Perkebunan MNusantara Indonesia
R1 International Pte Ltd Singapore
Revertex {Malaysia) 5dn Bhd Malaysia

Rio Tinto Procurement

United States of America

Rubber Industries Engineering & Research Co

Iran

Rubber Manufacturers’ Association

United States of America

RubberMNet [Asia) Pte singapore
Rubber Resources BY Metherlands
Rubber-tichting MNetherlands
Safic-Alcan Group France

SIPEF NV/SA Belgium

Société des Matiéres Premiéres Tropicales [Michelin) Singapore
SOGESCOL 5A Belgium

Solideal International 5.A. Sri Lanka

$ri Lanka Export Development Board Sri Lanka

Textile Rubber & Chemical Co United States of America
The Japan Rubber Manufacturers Association Japan

The Rubber Trade Association of Europe United Hingdam
The Rubber Trade Association of Japan Japan

The Tokyo Commodity Exchange Japan

The Yokohama Rubber Co Ltd Japan

19




he world’s
three top tyre

producers.
Goodyear,
Bridgestone
and Michelin
are all
members of
the Panel
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some 146% of IRSG's total income obtained from
the sales of publications and services to industry.
The Panel of Associates was therefore established
to provide two -way links between the staff of
the Secretariat and senior staff in commercial
organizations with wide ranging interests in the
rubber industry. The current membership of the
Fanel, shown in the accompanying list, thus
includes natural rubber producing organizations,
traders and trading organizations, purchasing
companies, raw materials and chemicals suppliers,
rubber goods and tyre manufacturers,
consultants and investment
advisers. The world's three
top tyre producers.
Goodyear, Bridgestone and
Michelin are all members of
the Panel. On payment of an
annual fee, the Panel member
obtains all IRSG publications
without further charge. The
membership fee is currently £
1000 year for a company or
organization in member
country and £ 1400 year for

those in  non-member
countries. The regular
monthly and  annual
publications alone

immediately repay 60% of the
4 company in a member
country and with the addition
of the special publications,
the total value of publications available to a new
member is certainly close to or even in excess of
the initial fee. A particular advantage for
companies with several offices is the availability
of additional copies of publications at discounts

Dr FPracharya Jumpasut,
Chief Economist

Since the intention is to establish two - way
interaction with the Panel Members, they receive
a free place at the annual International Rubber
Forum, currently worth approximately £150 and
an invitation to send a representative to the
annual meeting of the , Group’s two standing
industry advisory committees: Expert Rubber
Statisticians and the Industry Advisory Panel.
These two bodies meet before the Group's annual
meeting to examine the Secretariat’s estimates
for world rubber production and consumption
and to review its work programme for the
following year. This allows
industry representatives to have
a direct input into the work
being carried out by the
Secretariat through
recommendations to the
Statistical and Economic
Committees and through in -
depth discussions  with
Secretariat staff. Attendees at
these meetings also obtain pre
- publication copies of
Secretariat Papers and have
access to briefing papers which
may not be published. The
meetings also provide a useful
opportunity for informal
discussions  with  senior
executives of other FPanel
members, as well as with the
members of the two advisory
committees and Government delegations. In its
turn, the Secretariat consults members of the
Panel for information relevant to its work
programme and provides them with advance
information on development and opportunities

of up to 50%. for investment subsequently published in the
Panel members may also request information  International Rubber Digest. Representatives of
directly from the member companies
Secretariat’'s extensive Secretary-Generals of the IRSG and organizations
statistical and are often invited to
economic databases, A G Pawson 1994-1960 present papers at the
which contain data G roup’ s
relating to almost P F Adams 1961-1976 International Rubber
every aspect of the Tan 5ri Dr Bateman 1976-1983 Forum.
wiorld rubber industry. JDCarr 1983-1987 P a n e |
Even if the data is not . Membershi is
held by the Secretariat, | 130571 Dr B C Sekhar 1988-1993 30 ohver p':‘t'li‘:jt}’
they can often help by Maurice Cain 1994-1999 through an initial
providing the Dr A F S Budiman 2000-2004 press release when a
dppropriate source or Dr Hidde Smit 2005 company joins the
in some cases, by Panel and the names

obtaining the

information especially for the Panel member.
Charges are only made for this service if the
amount of data required is very extensive or if the
IRSG incurs costs in obtaining it. The time spent
on this work is not normally charged unless, once
again, it proves excessive,
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of all Fanel members

are listed regularly in the Rubber Statistical

Bulletin and other publications issued by the

Secretariat providing useful promotional
exposure at no cost.

It is evident that membership of the Panel of

Associates provides a valuable and cost effective



source of information to the companies and
organizations concerned. The Secretariat is
constantly seeking to improve the services
provided and its success is demonstrated by an
increase from 25 to 40 members, located in
sixteen different countries, in the last five years.
Inquiries concerning membership of the Pane| of
Associates should be addressed to the Secretary-
General.

The future

The International Rubber Study
Group can thus look back on sixty
years during which it has made
significant contributions to the
understanding between the
various sectors of the global
rubber industry. Throughout this
time the members have continued
[o ‘:LJ[]F}{}FI its activities because
they have benefited by ensuring
that the industry development has
been based on accurate and
relevant information. There
remain many challenges for the
future. The great advances in
communication since the Group’s
formation have made the need for
accurate and rapid information
exchange even more apparent.
Whilst many organizations in the
developed countries are now
equipped with their own techno
economic departments, those in
developing countries especially
find the studies carried out by the
Secretariat of immense value. The
application of modern computer
technology to the dissemination
of the information collected by
the Secretariat will require
innovative thinking. Increasing

Rubber production 1994 - 2004, million tonnes
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concern for the environment has put the
spotlight on production and use of all types
of rubber — another issue for the IRSG to
approach. In particular, the final disposal of
tyres, the major consumer of the world’s
rubber supply, poses increasing problems
which are leading to innovative solutions.
The International Rubber Study Group will
continue to provide the basic statistical and
economic information necessary to ensure

that the rubber industry
continues to stay abreast

Year Natural Synthetic Total with the changing needs
Rubber Rubber and concerns of the
society.

1996 6390 9760 16150 With the demise of the
1997 6390 10070 16460 INRO, the IRSG has
1998 6680 9900 16580 assumed a still greater
role in the international

1999 6840 10180 17020 elastomer industry.
2000 6730 10870 17600 with Dr. Hidde Smit, the
2001 7240 10530 17770 highly respected NR expert
2002 7340 10930 18270 e b
ecretary-General, the IRSG
2003 7980 11520 19500 will continue to grow from

strength to strength.

* *
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